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Ex am in er ’s r ep o r t  f o r  I NTERNATI ONAL GCSE Sin h ala  ( 4 S1 0 )  Su m m er  2 0 1 1  

 

 

Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

The I nternat ional GCSE Sinhala paper contained Reading and Writ ing 

quest ions awarding full m arks (100)  for the candidates. The paper m ainly 

consists of 4 quest ions, assessing the candidates’ overall gram m ar 

knowledge, vocabulary, reading and writ ing, as well as creat ive writ ing.  

Overall the quest ions were accessible to all candidates. However, the 

quest ion 4 – the essay writ ing was targeted m ainly the grades A and A* , 

since not  only the candidates’ wr it ing abilit y, but  also their  experienced 

knowledge was assessed. 

Com pared to the last  years, this year candidates find m ore interest ing the 

two m ain t ranslat ions, since it  is divided in to three sm all passages from  

three different  topic areas and also including different  tenses. This can be 

clearly observed by the outcom e of their  t ranslat ions.      

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

Quest ion 1 required candidates to ident ify specific gram m ar rules when they 

t ranslate the sentences. This was sat isfactor ily done by m ost  candidates. 

Most  of them  found difficult  when they t ranslate the first  sentence since ‘if’ 

was included and also the words supervisor and interviews in the third 

sentence.  

 

Qu est ion  2  

 

Quest ion 2 was a t ranslat ion of three passages in to Sinhala. The m ajority 

of candidates were able to t ranslate m ost  of the parts other than som e of 

the words in the first  passage. However m ost  of their  gram m ar knowledge 

was not  sat isfactory and they should have considered the tenses rules and 

the sentences st ructure m ore, when they t ranslate the sentences in to 

Sinhala.  

  
Qu est ion  3   

 

Quest ion 3 was a t ranslat ion of three passages in to English. More than 

75%  of candidates were able to t ranslate m ost  of the parts other than som e 

of the words in the first  and the second passage. They were also able to 

read the given Sinhala passages and get  the m eaning correct ly.   

 

 

Qu est ion  4   

 

Quest ion 4 was the m ajor writ ing tasks and m ainly the candidates’ creat ive 

writ ing, their  past  experiences and their  form er readings were assessed. 

The m arks were given for the content , the quality of their  work and their  

level of gram m ar. The m ore they use the vocabulary, added m ore m arks, 

while considering the arrangem ent  of the sentences and the uses of verbs.   

The word lim it  was also assessed since som e of the candidates exceeded 

the word lim it .    



 

Am ong the four essay topics and the let ter given, the topic ‘dream  house’ 

and the let ter were m ore popular than the other two. Though the content  of 

the let ter should be based on the Sr i Lankan t radit ional wedding 

cerem onies, m ost  of the candidates were not  able to express their  ideas by 

considering the values of the t radit ional weddings and the com parison of 

the m odern and the t radit ional weddings. Most  of the candidates did not  

write about  the t radit ional wedding cerem onies and only wrote about  the 

present  wedding cerem onies. There seem ed to be a lack of knowledge on 

the t radit ions of the target  county as well as a m isunderstanding of the text .  

 

 

 

The final outcom e of the paper was pleasing and the pre-exam inat ion 

preparat ions of the candidates were sat isfactory.    



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx  
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